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intent of keeping up with family and friends (Pew 
Research Center Internet and American Life Project 
2014b). Women’s use focuses on personal growth, main-
taining a social group, and getting information about 
products and brands. Globally, women account for 47.9% 
of visitors to social networking sites and spend 30% more 
time on social networking sites than men (ComScore 
2010; Morrison 2010).

Men tend to use the Internet to gather information 
and to exchange ideas, gain job skills, and form and 
maintain professional networks. Thus, women use social 
media more than men for their private lives, and men 
are more likely to use the Internet for engaging in the 
public sphere. The difference also reflects dissimilarities 
in the professional positions men and women tend to 
hold. Men’s greater use of the Internet to enhance their 
careers relates to the preponderance of men in upper-
level management positions (Madden and Zickuhr 
2011).

Thinking Sociologically
Ask several people from different generations and 
different genders how they use computer technol-
ogy and the Internet and how they learned these 
skills. What do you conclude from their responses 
about the impact of gender on Internet use? Explain 
how your findings compare with those discussed in 
this book.

GENDER STRATIFICATION: 
MICRO- TO MACRO-LEVEL 
THEORIES
Recent research by some biologists and psychologists 
has considered whether there are innate differences in 
the makeup of women and men. For instance, males 
produce more testosterone, a hormone found to be  
correlated with aggression. Research shows that in 
many situations, males tend to be more aggressive and 
concerned with dominance, whether the behavior is bio-
logically programmed, learned, or both. Other traits, 
such as nurturance, empathy, and altruism, show no 
clear gender difference (Fausto-Sterling 1992; Sapolsky 
2014).

Although biological and psychological factors  
make up part of the difference between females and 
males, our focus here is on the major contribution that 

social factors make in the social statuses of males and 
females in human society (DiPrete and Buchmann 2013). 
This section explores social theories that explain gender 
differences.

Symbolic Interaction  
Theory: Micro-Level Analysis
Traditional notions of gender are hard to change. 
Confusion over proper masculine and feminine roles  
creates anxiety and even anomie in a society. People want 
behavioral guidelines. Thus, many believe it is best to 
adhere to traditional notions of gender that are reinforced 
by religious or political dogmas, making those ideas 
appear sacred, absolute, and beyond human interference. 
Others believe the male prerogatives and privileges of the 
past were established by men to protect their rights and 
should be challenged. Change in concepts of gender can  
be hard to bring about precisely because they are rooted  
in the meaning system and status and power structures  
present in the social world.

Symbolic interactionists look at gender as socially 
constructed. Sex is the biological reality of different 
“plumbing” in our bodies, and interactionists are inter-
ested in how those physical differences come to be  

In some countries, there is a huge gender digital divide, and research 
shows that women and men tend to use computers in different ways. 
These women in Afghanistan are learning computer skills, narrowing 
that divide.
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